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ITINERARY 
The Loire Val ley  is an enchanted land of  v ineyards, f lowers and rolling green hil ls dott ed wit h more 
than a thousand châteaux. Known as the ‘Garden of  France’ and the ‘Cradle of  the French 
Language’, it is renowned for the quality of  its architect ural heritage. This f abulous ride along the 
‘River of  the Kings’, prov ides exhilarating riding through large f orests and v ineyards, along t he Loire 
River and across open countryside.  
 
The r iding is combined with v isits to the f inest castles France has to off er. Discover the castles of  
Chaumont, Chenonceau, Cheverny and Chambord (the largest of  all the Loire Val ley castles) and 
stay  overnight at Chemery  Castle. Dating back to the 12th cent ury , Château de Chemery will transport 
you into a medieval environment whilst you appreciate a candlelit dinner and drink wines of  the Loire 
Val ley . 
 
Day 1 
Make your own way  to Blois where you wil l stay in a comf ortable hotel.  
 
Day 2  
Following breakf ast served at 8 a.m. you’ll visit the castle of Blois. Blois was built on a headland 
dominating the Loire – the “River of the Kings” – and Arrou rivers. This spot has been a fortified since 
the days of  yore. You’ll then depart f or the 15th century  castle of Chaumont, whose heavy  silhouette 
evokes more of  a fortified castle than a res idence of pleasure. Your picnic lunch is served on the r iver 
bank, and this af ternoon you’ ll ride to your castle hot el set in a large park at Rilly sur Loire. Enjoy a 
conv ivial evening. (B,L,D) 
 

 
 
Day 3 
This morning you’ll be able to visit the castle of  Chaumont, following which there’s an exhi larating ride 
along slopes and through forest. Your picnic lunch is served in the middle of the beautif ul f orest of  
Amboise. Arrive at the castle of the Herserie, where you’ll spend the night in this charming house set 
in a very  pretty 13-hectare park with ponds. Your simple but comf ortable rooms will be either in the 
castle or surrounding houses. (B,L,D) 
 



Day 4 
After a hearty  breakf ast in this tranquil setting bordered by  flowers and trees, you will leave for 
another castle. Following an excellent picnic lunch, you will visit the castle of Chenonceau. Regarded 
as one of  the jewels of Renaissance architecture, with its t wo f amous and splendid gardens of  Diane 
de Poitiers and Catherine de Medicis, the chateau floats, motionless, on the peacef ul waters of  the 
River Cher. Visit the castle. Overnight B&B in a magnif icent chat eau. (B,L,D) 
 
Day 5 
Depart f or Montrichard, a small city locat ed on the banks of  the Cher, where you’ ll v isit the ruins of  its 
old castle which have been extremely  well preserved, its churches and its f amous "bridge over the 
Cher". Lunch wil l be served close to the castle of  Gué Péan, nestled at the end of  a small road, in a 
quiet small valley  wit h wooded slopes. This af ternoon you’ll r ide to the castle of  Chémery. You wi ll 
dine by candlelight and spend the night in this medieval castle, which has been classif ied a historic 
bui lding, set within a relaxing and verdant env ironment which has been f aithf ully restored using stone 
and wood. (B,L,D) 
 
Day 6 
Following breakf ast and tacking up the horses you’ll depart f or a ride t hrough the f orest to the castle 
of  Cheverny , the most magnif icently f urnished of  all the Châteaux of the Loire and the f irst one to 
embody  the classic style. Lunch outdoors and visit the castle. This af ternoon you’ll arrive at Bracieux, 
a charming l ittle v illage, located at the gateway  to the Sologne region. Overnight at a hotel. (B,L,D) 
 
Day 7 
Today’s objective is Chambord, the largest châteaux of the Loire, a sumptuous Renaissance palace, 
creat ed by King F rançois 1st, and inspired by  Leonardo de Vinci. Lunch will be served close to the 
castle stables. Visit the castle and spend the evening at Saint Gervais La Forêt close to Blois. 
Overnight at a hotel in Blois. (B,L,D) 
 
Day 8 
After breakf ast, you’ll bid f arewell to your guides and companions. (B) 
 
Ride Itinerar y Includes:   
Accommodation and meals as indicated, wine with meals and all riding. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE HORSES & RIDING 
 
Style of riding 
English 
 
Type of Riding & Terrain 
Trail ride – plenty  of  trotting with occasional canters and gallops  
 
Riding ability required 
Nov ice upwards. Riders should be riding f it and conf ident at all paces. 
 
Type of tack used 
English 
 
Hours in the saddl e 
4 – 6 hours a day  
 
Weight restri ctions 
100 kg (15½ stone)  
 
Mini mum / maxi mum number o f riders 
2/8 
 
Looking after your horse whil st on the ride 
Guests are expect ed to groom and tack up their horses. 
 
Children  
Aged 12 and upwards are accepted if  they  have the necessary  riding skil ls and are accompanied by  
an adult rider. 
 
Non-rider s 
Are welcome at the spec ial non-rider price. You can either chose to drive yourself  or we can arrange 
f or a chauff eur driven vehicle. Non-riders will be able to participate in t he chateau v isits and meet up 
f or lunches and overnight accommodation. 
 
Your guides 
There is one guide plus an int erpreter. 
 
About the horses  
The horses used have been indiv idual ly chosen f or their temperament and suitabil ity. The herd of  17 
is mainly  locally bred Sel le Francais, French Trotters or Anglo Arabs. The Selle Francais is a naturally  
athletic horse with a willing attitude and a "people" personality . Here are a f ew of the horses you might 
meet: 
 
Danagan 15.3hh, Anglo Arab. Danagan lacks conf idence and although an easy  ride, needs a 
conf ident quiet rider.  
 
Just'en Mai 16hh, Selle Francais. A quiet ride but can be unexpect edly  playf ul on the f irst gallop. 
 
Klara 16.2hh , French Trotter. Very quiet and gentle. Happy by  herself  or in company. Ideal for all 
riders except tot al nov ices. 
 
Have 17hh, French Trott er. Very  attentive mare. Good for experienced riders. 
 
Lovel y 15.2hh , Anglo Arab. Responsive, and gentle. Lovely is ideal f or an experienced rider.  
 
Obeli x 15.2hh , Selle Francais. Lovely  ride but requires a rider with really  quiet hands. 
 
Idole 16hh , Sel le Francais. Beautiful but very  nervous. Needs a quiet conf ident r ider with good 
hands. 



 
Dalhia 15.2hh , Quiet. Good f or novice riders 
 
Ankou 15.2hh , Anglo Arab x Selle F rancais. Suitable f or all riders. 
 
Ubu 16hh , French Trotter. Comf ortable and easy  to ride. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ACCOM MODATION & AM ENITIES  
 
Accommodation 
Accommodation varies f rom comf ortable guest houses and hotels to chat eaux, where you will have 
the chance to sample the finest regional wines. Your luggage is transf erred by  vehicle. 
 
If you are will ing to share there is no single supplement, otherwise there is an extra charge. 
 

Food & drink 
The region cal led the "garden of  France" 
lives up to its name, with an abundance of  
f arm-f resh products: poultry, game and f ish, 
vegetables and f resh f ruit including berries, 
pears and apples, and of  course the f amous 
"Tarte Tatin". The hunting season puts 
regional game on the tables: deer, boar, 
duck, pheasant and quail. Early crops f ind 
their way  to the best rest aurants in Paris. 
 
Cheese 
Chat eaux are not the only  thing that the Loire 
Valley  takes very  seriously . The gastronomy 
of  this region is also very  important f or 
maintaining its uniqueness. The Loire Valley 

boasts a number of  mouth watering cheeses, f ive of  which are certified local products. Here are some 
of  the Loire Valley 's cheeses that must be sampled:  
Sainte Maure du Touraine, f rom the Tourraine region, is a sof t cheese made of  goat's milk and has a 
very  distinct and f lavourf ul taste. Unlike most goat cheeses which are sof t and spreadable, Saint 
Maure is crumbly , hard and tangy  due to the f act that it is aged. This cheese is characterized by  its 
log shape and its mouldy  ash coating. 
Pouligny  St. Pierre is a cone shaped goat cheese t hat has a sour yet nutty  flavour. This cheese is 
perf ect f or spreading  
Crottin de Chavignol is perhaps the region's most popular goat cheese. This goat cheese is shaped 
like a small cy linder and comes f rom the small town of  Chevignol. Whet her you spread it on a roll or 
bake it as a topping f or your salad, this goat cheese stil l has a lovely nutty  and mild tast e. 
 
Wine and spirits 
A region bordered by  many v ineyards results in delightful and extremely varied wines: the f ruity  reds 
of  Chinon, Bourguei l, Touraine, Valencay , the dry  whit e Cheverny , the flinty Sancerre, and the 
spark ling Vouvray . 
 
Specials 
Rich and varied charcut erie, including terrines, potted minced pork from Tours, local Poulet en 
barboui lle and Carpe au v in rouge; white asparagus and tasty  mushrooms. Dozens of  varieties of  the 
f amous Chev re cheese. Sweets include gateau pithiv iers (almond cream in a buttered puf f pastry) 
and the renowned tarte tatin, a caramelized apple tart cooked upside down. 
 
Laundry 
Not available. 
 
Electricity 
220 volts AC, 50Hz. Two-pin plugs are widely  used. 
 
Tipping 
At your disc retion. 
 
 

 



GETTING THERE & TRANSFERS  

The closest intercontinent al airport is Paris. The most convenient way  to reach Blois is to arrive in 
Paris and take a train (SNCF) from the Austerlitz railway station to Blois. There are frequent trains 
f rom Paris to Blois and the journey  takes 1 hour 57minut es. For up-to-dat e routes and timet ables, 
contact French Railways (SNCF) (tel: (08) 2588 8088; website: www.sncf .com) or Rail Europe (tel: 
0870 537 1371, website: www.rai leurope.co.uk ). 

Blois can also easily  be reached by car. Take the exit "Blois" on the Motorway  ("autoroute'') A10 
connecting Paris to the Châteaux de la Loire area (about 2 hours drive). 

 

REGIONAL INFORM ATION  
The Loire Val ley  is an enchanted land of  v ineyards, f lowers and rolling green hil ls dott ed wit h more 
than a thousand chateaux. Known as the Garden of France and the Cradle of  the French Language, it 
is renowned f or the quality  of  its architect ural herit age. The landscape of the Loire Valley, and more 
particularly its many  cultural monuments, illustrate to an exceptional degree t he ideals of the 
Renaissance and the Age of  the Enlightenment on western European thought and des ign. The Loire 
Val ley  is an outstanding cult ural landscape of  great beauty , containing hist oric towns and v illages, 
great archit ectural monuments, its many  châteaux, and f ine wines. 
 
On December 2, 2000, UNESCO added the central part of  the Loire River valley, bet ween Maine and 
Sul ly -sur-Loire, to its prestigious list of  World Herit age Sites. In choosing this area that includes the 
French départ ements of  Loiret, Loir-et-Cher, Indre-et-Loire, and Maine-et-Loire, the committee said 
that the Loire Valley  is "an exceptional cultural landscape, of  great beauty , comprised of historic cities 
and v illages, great architectural monuments - the Chât eaux - and lands that have been cultivated and 
shaped by centuries of interaction bet ween local populations and their physical env ironment, in 
particular the Loire itself ." However, it is perhaps the charm of  its gentle pace of  lif e that has, f or 
centuries, made it a sought-af ter location f or poets and writ ers.  
 
Blois, where t he ride starts, is a f amous castle that has been linked throughout the centuries to t he 
history of  the Kings of  France. Places of  interest to v isit in the surrounding area include the châteaux 
of  Beauregard and Chaumont-sur Loire, which holds a famous International Festival of  Parks and 
Gardens f rom mid-June through mid-October. 
 
Chambord is the largest of all the Loire Valley  castles, this magnif icent Renaissance edifice, built by  
François I, is surrounded by an immense park and hunting preserve which can be v isited by  horse 
drawn carriage. Not f ar f rom it, the beautif ully  f urnished Château of  Cheverny  can be admired f rom 
the ground or from the air in one of the captive balloons available on sit e. 
 
History 
It is said that “The Loire is a Queen and Kings have loved her”. Indeed the Loire has been the home 
of  Kings since the 10th century. From the Middle Ages through the Renaissance, the Kings and 
Queens of the Loire Valley championed intellectual and artistic creation. The result is an endowment 
of  accomplishments f or all time in the arts and literature, as well as extraordinary examples of  
magnificent architecture and landscaping.   
 
This royal patronage of intellectual pursuits reached its zenith in the reign of Francis I. He invited men 
of  science and t he arts to visit court, including Leonardo da Vinci, who lived at Le C los -Luce in 
Amboise f rom 1516 to his death in 1519. Today, Le Clos-Luce  houses a museum devoted to the 
genius of  Leonardo da Vinci where v isitors may marvel at his accomplishments.  
 
Not all of  the energy  devoted by royals in the Loire Valley  was channel led int o noble scientif ic 
endeavours. Hist ory  has cat alogued a considerable number of  famous seductions, try sts and 
rendezvous of  amorous nobles.   
 
If you wonder which of the Loire’s Chateaux is the most romantic, just ride to Chenonceau. Located in 
the small village of  Chenonceaux, this 16th-century  chateau was designed by one of the most f amous 
designing women of  French hist ory, Diane de Poitiers. Favourite of  Henry  II and rival of  his Queen 
Catherine Medici, Diane lived at Chenonceau and spent time there with the King. After the deat h of  



the King in 1559, Queen Cat herine took revenge and f orced Diane to leave her beloved Chenonceau 
and move to the Chateau de Chaumont. Diane never set f oot in Chaumont choosing instead t o live at 
Chat eau d’Anet. Chenonceau passed from Catherine to Louise of  Lorraine, wif e of  the assassinat ed 
Henri III, and then to Francoise of  Lorraine, wif e of  Cesar de Vendome, the son of  Henri I V. 
 
Climate 
The climate in the Loire Valley  is temperat e and ideal f or riding. Daytime temperatures generally 
hover in the mid-20s, dropping to the mid teens in the evenings. Although this area of  France has one 
of  the lowest rainf alls, some showers are possible. 
 
Average temperatures f or Tours: 
 
 JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUNE  JULY AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 
Max°C 6 7 12 15 18 22 24 23 21 15 10 7 
Min°C 0 1 3 5 8 12 13 13 11 7 3 1 
Aver age 
sunlight 
(hrs) 

3 3 6 6 7 7 7 7 5 4 2 2 

Rainfall 
(cm) 

5 5 4 4 5 4 4 5 5 5 6 6 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
CLOTHING & EQUIPM ENT 
 
What to take (Please note this is dependant on which season you wil l be travelling) 
 

�  Jodhpurs or riding trousers 
 
�  Riding gloves 

 
�  Short riding boots or ride/ walk boots such as Ariat Terrain 
 
�  Half  chaps 

 
�  Long sleeved shirt and/or T shirts 

 
�  Fleece 

 
�  Thermal vest 

 
�  Underwear – cycling shorts are ideal f or long days in the saddle 

 
�  Waterproof /windproof  jacket 

 
�  Sun hat 

 
�  Casual clothes f or evening 

 
�  Comf ortable shoes f or evening 

 
�  Swimming Costume 

 
�  Sunglasses 

 
�  Sun block 

 
�  Lip balm 

 
�  Personal t oiletries 

 
�  Tissues  

 
�  Small personal f irst aid kit 

 
�  Camera, f ilm, batteries and binoculars 

 
�  Plug adaptor 

 
�  Day  sack 

 
�  Insect repellent 

 
We strongly recommend that you always ride in a hard  hat and that it con for ms to BHS 
requiremen ts (PAS015, BSEN1384). Riding withou t a h at could affect a cl aim on 
insurance.  


